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TOWN OF MEGGETT, 
SOUTH CAROLINA 

Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting 
June 9, 2026, at 6:00 PM 

 

REVIEWING 

• BZAV-04-26-160 

FOIA 
In compliance with the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), a notice of this meeting and an agenda 

were posted and furnished to all news media and persons requesting notification. Posted notices 

were installed on each subject parcel 15 days prior to the meeting. 
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BZAV-04-26-160  
REVIEW & CASE HISTORY 
 

OWNER(S)/ APPLICANT(S): David and Amanda Suggs 

LOCATION: 4527 Hagan Road, Meggett, SC 29449 

PID / TMS#: 096-00-00-118 

APPLICATION: 
 
 

Variance request to reduce the required 20’ side setback 

by 7’ to 13’ for a proposed detached garage. 

TOTAL ACREAGE: 3.81 acres 
 

PARCEL HISTORY: 

The Subject Parcel was built as a single-family residence in 1982 and is in the Agricultural 

General (AG) zoning district in Meggett.  It was built as a 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom, 2,112 

square foot home on 3.81 acres.  The property was deeded to Mr. and Mrs. Suggs in 2022.  

In 2023, the applicants suffered an accidental fire that caused the loss of their detached 

garage, leaving the existing concrete slab that was the base of the structure.   

STAFF REVIEW: 

The applicants and property owners, David and Amanda Suggs, are requesting a Variance 

to reduce the required 20’ Side Setback by 7’ to 13’ for a proposed Accessory Structure 

(Detached Garage) on the property located at 4527 Hagan Road (TMS 096-00-00-118). 

The subject property is zoned Agricultural General (AG) and contains a Single-Family 

Dwelling with a septic system, and a private well, on a legal non-conforming lot.  

Surrounding properties are also in the AG Zoning District of the Town of Meggett and 

contain residential homes or are vacant, undeveloped lots.  

In September 2021 Town Council adopted Ordinance 2021-05 amending the Accessory 

Structure Side Setbacks from 10’ to 5’.  In March 2025, Town Council adopted Ordinance 

2025-01 amending the Accessory Structure Side Setback to the following requirements: 

§4.8: Accessory Structure Setbacks in the RC, AG, and AR Districts “…10 feet, except in areas 

where an existing residential structure on an abutting property is within 75 feet of the 

shared property boundary. For areas where the proposed accessory structure falls within 

this area, the setback shall be extended to 20 feet.”  

Staff conducted a site visit on April 30, 2026. 
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APPROVAL CRITERIA - §10.12.6(B) 
STAFF RESPONSE & FINDINGS 
According to §10.12.6(B) of the Town of Meggett Zoning & Land Development Regulations 

Ordinance, a Zoning Variance may be granted in an individual case of unnecessary hardship if the 

Board of Zoning Appeals makes and explains in writing the following findings: 

Each criterion below applies to the condition(s) that created the need for the variance request.  In 

Case number BZAV-04-26-160, the condition is the inability to construct an allowed accessory 

structure on the lot without encroaching into the 20’ side setback to the property line.  

 

§10.12.6 B (1):   There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular 
piece of property; 

Response: The subject property has extraordinary and exceptional conditions in respect to its 

shape and size that affects the placement of the proposed detached garage to be 

built on an existing concrete slab.  The proposed 24’x24’ structure is a reconstruction 

project to replace a previously existing 24’x24’ structure that the applicants lost due 

to a fire in 2023; however, the width of the property does not allow for the new 

structure to be legally reconstructed on the existing slab without a variance due to 

the current ordinance guidelines, which did not exist during the original 

construction of the home and garage in 1982 and 1985. This presents a hardship for 

the applicants in rebuilding what was lost in the fire. 

Reference: Article 4.8 Accessory Structure Setbacks In The RC, AG, And AR 
Districts 

Therefore, the request meets this criterion. 

§10.12.6 B (2):   These conditions do not generally apply to other property in the vicinity; 

Response: The conditions are unique to this property given that the request is for a 

reconstruction project that is intended to replace a structure no larger than the 

original that was lost in a fire.  The existing concrete slab is intact and existed prior to 

the implementation of current setback requirements. Staff understand that there 

will be no modifications to the slab. These very specific conditions do not generally 

apply to other properties in the vicinity.  While properties in the vicinity may 

compare to the subject property in terms of size and shape, the circumstances that 

created the hardship in question make the conditions of this variance request 

unique.  

The applicant feels their conditions are unique to the other properties in the same 

vicinity.   Therefore, the request may meet this criterion. 

https://meggett.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=zoning#name=Article_4.8_Accessory_Structure_Setbacks_In_The_RC,_AG,_And_AR_Districts
https://meggett.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=zoning#name=Article_4.8_Accessory_Structure_Setbacks_In_The_RC,_AG,_And_AR_Districts
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§10.12.6 B (3):   Because of these conditions, the application of this Ordinance to the particular 
piece of property would effectively prohibit or unreasonably restrict the 
utilization of the property; 

Response: Strict application of the Ordinance to the subject parcel would make it impossible to 

construct and use the accessory structure for a replacement garage on the property 

in a manner consistent with garage placements.  The location of the primary 

residence, built in 1982, puts further constraints on the location of a detached 

garage.   

Therefore, the request meets this criterion. 

 

§10.12.6 B (4):   The authorization of a Variance will not be of substantial detriment to adjacent 
property or to the public good, and the character of the zoning district will not 
be harmed by the granting of the Variance; 

Response: Granting of the Variance should not be of substantial detriment to surrounding 

properties, nor should it affect the character of the zoning district.  The request is to 

replace a structure that was lost due to a fire onto an existing concrete with a new 

structure that is the same dimensions as the one that was lost.  Current setback 

regulations require a variance for 7’ of relief for this project.   

 Therefore, the request meets this criterion. 

 

 

§10.12.6 B (5):   The Board of Zoning Appeals shall not grant a Variance the effect of which 
would be to allow the establishment of a use not otherwise permitted in a 
zoning district, to extend physically a Nonconforming Use of land, or to change 
the zoning district boundaries shown on the Official Zoning Map. The fact that 
property may be utilized more profitably if a Zoning Variance is granted shall not 
be considered grounds for granting a Zoning Variance; 

Response: Granting of the Variance will not allow a use that is not permitted in this zoning 

district, nor does it extend physically a nonconforming use of land or change the 

zoning district boundaries.  A condition of approval of this variance would be that 

the residential accessory structure be used as intended in the application packet, as 

a detached garage, replacing the garage that was lost.  

Therefore, the request meets this criterion. 
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§10.12.6 B (6):   The need for the Variance is not the result of the Applicant’s own actions; and 

Response: The need for the Variance is not the result of the Applicant’s own actions. The need 

for the Variance is the result of an accidental fire that caused the loss of the original 

detached garage, which was built in 1985 prior to the current setback guidelines.   

Therefore, the request meets this criterion. 

 

§10.12.6 B (7):   Granting of the Variance does not substantially conflict with the Comprehensive 
Plan or the purposes of this Ordinance. 

Response: Granting of the Variance does not substantially conflict with the Comprehensive 

Plan and the purposes of the Zoning Ordinance. The subject property and the 

surrounding properties are intended for Residential Use, according to the Future 

Land Use Map. This Land Use Element in the Comprehensive Plan further states, 

“The Residential Future Land Use Category is intended to maintain the Town’s low-

density single-family residential character.” 

Therefore, the request may meet this criterion. 

 
 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS’ ACTION  
 

According to Article 10.12, Zoning Variances, §10.12.6, Approval Criteria, of the Town of Meggett 

Zoning and Land Development Regulations Ordinance (ZLDR), the Board of Zoning Appeals has 

the authority to hear and decide appeals for a Zoning Variance when strict application of the 

provisions of this Ordinance would result in unnecessary hardship [§10.12.6(A)]. A Zoning Variance 

may be granted in an individual case of unnecessary hardship if the Board of Zoning Appeals 

makes and explains in writing their findings [§10.12.6(B), Approval Criteria]. 

In granting a Variance, the Board of Zoning Appeals may attach to it such conditions regarding the 

location, character, or other features of the proposed building or structure as the Board may 

consider advisable to protect established property values in the surrounding area or to promote 

the public health, safety, or general welfare [§10.12.6(C)]. 

The Board of Zoning Appeals may approve, approve with conditions, or deny Case# BZAV-04-26-

160 based on the BZA’s “Findings of Fact”, unless additional information is deemed necessary to 

make an informed decision. At least two-thirds of the members present, and voting are required to 

approve a Zoning Variance pursuant to [§10.12.5(C)].  
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Should the Board decide to approve the application, staff recommend the following conditions 

apply: 

Staff recommends the approval of this variance on the condition that it only applies to the 

reduction of the 20’ side setback by 7’ to 13’ for the proposed residential accessory (detached 

garage) on the property located at 4527 Hagan Road.  Staff also recommend that there be a 

condition that the residential accessory structure not be changed as to intensify its use as it will be 

within the 20’ setback.  This variance request does not include any modifications to the existing 

concrete slab.   
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SITE PHOTOS 
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Front Right Corner- 18’ 3.5” Right Rear Corner- 13’ 

Construction Plans 
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Letter From Applicants 
 

 
 


