TOWN OF MEGGETT,
SOUTH CAROLINA

Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting
June 9, 2026, at 6:00 PM

REVIEWING
e BZAV-04-26-160

FOIA

In compliance with the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), a notice of this meeting and an agenda
were posted and furnished to all news media and persons requesting notification. Posted notices

were installed on each subject parcel 15 days prior to the meeting.




BZAV-04-26-160

REVIEW & CASE HISTORY

OWNER(S)/ APPLICANT(S): David and Amanda Suggs

LOCATION: 4527 Hagan Road, Meggett, SC 29449
PID / TMS#: 096-00-00-118
APPLICATION: Variance request to reduce the required 20’ side setback

by 7' to 13’ for a proposed detached garage.

TOTAL ACREAGE: 3.81 acres

PARCEL HISTORY:

The Subject Parcel was built as a single-family residence in 1982 and is in the Agricultural
General (AG) zoning district in Meggett. It was built as a 3-bedroom, 2-bathroom, 2,112
square foot home on 3.81 acres. The property was deeded to Mr. and Mrs. Suggs in 2022.
In 2023, the applicants suffered an accidental fire that caused the loss of their detached

garage, leaving the existing concrete slab that was the base of the structure.

STAFF REVIEW:

The applicants and property owners, David and Amanda Suggs, are requesting a Variance
to reduce the required 20’ Side Setback by 7' to 13’ for a proposed Accessory Structure
(Detached Garage) on the property located at 4527 Hagan Road (TMS 096-00-00-118).

The subject property is zoned Agricultural General (AG) and contains a Single-Family
Dwelling with a septic system, and a private well, on a legal non-conforming lot.
Surrounding properties are also in the AG Zoning District of the Town of Meggett and

contain residential homes or are vacant, undeveloped lots.

In September 2021 Town Council adopted Ordinance 2021-05 amending the Accessory
Structure Side Setbacks from 10’ to 5. In March 2025, Town Council adopted Ordinance

2025-01 amending the Accessory Structure Side Setback to the following requirements:

§4.8: Accessory Structure Setbacks in the RC, AG, and AR Districts “..10 feet, except in areas

where an existing residential structure on an abutting property is within 75 feet of the
shared property boundary. For areas where the proposed accessory structure falls within

this areq, the setback shall be extended to 20 feet.”

Staff conducted a site visit on April 30, 2026.
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APPROVAL CRITERIA - §10.12.6(B)

STAFF RESPONSE & FINDINGS
According to §10.12.6(B) of the Town of Meggett Zoning & Land Development Regulations

Ordinance, a Zoning Variance may be granted in an individual case of unnecessary hardship if the

Board of Zoning Appeals makes and explains in writing the following findings:

Each criterion below applies to the condition(s) that created the need for the variance request. In
Case number BZAV-04-26-160, the condition is the inability to construct an allowed accessory

structure on the lot without encroaching into the 20’ side setback to the property line.

§10.12.6 B (1): There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular
piece of property;

Response: The subject property has extraordinary and exceptional conditions in respect to its
shape and size that affects the placement of the proposed detached garage to be
built on an existing concrete slab. The proposed 24'x24' structure is a reconstruction
project to replace a previously existing 24'x24’ structure that the applicants lost due
to a fire in 2023; however, the width of the property does not allow for the new
structure to be legally reconstructed on the existing slab without a variance due to
the current ordinance guidelines, which did not exist during the original
construction of the home and garage in 1982 and 1985. This presents a hardship for

the applicants in rebuilding what was lost in the fire.

Reference: Article 4.8 Accessory Structure Setbacks In The RC, AG, And AR
Districts

Therefore, the request meets this criterion.

§10.12.6 B (2): These conditions do not generally apply to other property in the vicinity;

Response: The conditions are unique to this property given that the request is for a
reconstruction project that is intended to replace a structure no larger than the
original that was lost in a fire. The existing concrete slab is intact and existed prior to
the implementation of current setback requirements. Staff understand that there
will be no modifications to the slab. These very specific conditions do not generally
apply to other properties in the vicinity. While properties in the vicinity may
compare to the subject property in terms of size and shape, the circumstances that
created the hardship in question make the conditions of this variance request

unique.

The applicant feels their conditions are unique to the other properties in the same

vicinity. Therefore, the request may meet this criterion.
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§10.12.6 B (3): Because of these conditions, the application of this Ordinance to the particular
piece of property would effectively prohibit or unreasonably restrict the
utilization of the property;

Response: Strict application of the Ordinance to the subject parcel would make it impossible to
construct and use the accessory structure for a replacement garage on the property
in @ manner consistent with garage placements. The location of the primary
residence, built in 1982, puts further constraints on the location of a detached

garage.

Therefore, the request meets this criterion.

§10.12.6 B (4): The authorization of a Variance will not be of substantial detriment to adjacent
property or to the public good, and the character of the zoning district will not
be harmed by the granting of the Variance;

Response: Granting of the Variance should not be of substantial detriment to surrounding
properties, nor should it affect the character of the zoning district. The request is to
replace a structure that was lost due to a fire onto an existing concrete with a new
structure that is the same dimensions as the one that was lost. Current setback

regulations require a variance for 7’ of relief for this project.

Therefore, the request meets this criterion.

§10.12.6 B (5): The Board of Zoning Appeals shall not grant a Variance the effect of which
would be to allow the establishment of a use not otherwise permitted in a
zoning district, to extend physically a Nonconforming Use of land, or to change
the zoning district boundaries shown on the Official Zoning Map. The fact that
property may be utilized more profitably if a Zoning Variance is granted shall not
be considered grounds for granting a Zoning Variance;

Response: Granting of the Variance will not allow a use that is not permitted in this zoning
district, nor does it extend physically a nonconforming use of land or change the
zoning district boundaries. A condition of approval of this variance would be that
the residential accessory structure be used as intended in the application packet, as

a detached garage, replacing the garage that was lost.

Therefore, the request meets this criterion.
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§10.12.6 B (6): The need for the Variance is not the result of the Applicant’s own actions; and

Response: The need for the Variance is not the result of the Applicant’s own actions. The need
for the Variance is the result of an accidental fire that caused the loss of the original

detached garage, which was built in 1985 prior to the current setback guidelines.

Therefore, the request_meets this criterion.

§10.12.6 B (7): Granting of the Variance does not substantially conflict with the Comprehensive
Plan or the purposes of this Ordinance.

Response: Granting of the Variance does not substantially conflict with the Comprehensive
Plan and the purposes of the Zoning Ordinance. The subject property and the
surrounding properties are intended for Residential Use, according to the Future
Land Use Map. This Land Use Element in the Comprehensive Plan further states,
“The Residential Future Land Use Category is intended to maintain the Town’s low-

density single-family residential character.”

Therefore, the request may meet this criterion.

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS’ ACTION

According to Article 10.12, Zoning Variances, §10.12.6, Approval Criteria, of the Town of Meggett
Zoning and Land Development Regulations Ordinance (ZLDR), the Board of Zoning Appeals has
the authority to hear and decide appeals for a Zoning Variance when strict application of the
provisions of this Ordinance would result in unnecessary hardship [§10.12.6(A)]. A Zoning Variance
may be granted in an individual case of unnecessary hardship if the Board of Zoning Appeals

makes and explains in writing their findings [§10.12.6(B), Approval Criterial.

In granting a Variance, the Board of Zoning Appeals may attach to it such conditions regarding the
location, character, or other features of the proposed building or structure as the Board may
consider advisable to protect established property values in the surrounding area or to promote

the public health, safety, or general welfare [§10.12.6(C)].

The Board of Zoning Appeals may approve, approve with conditions, or deny Case# BZAV-04-26-
160 based on the BZA's “Findings of Fact”, unless additional information is deemed necessary to
make an informed decision. At least two-thirds of the members present, and voting are required to

approve a Zoning Variance pursuant to [§10.12.5(C)].
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION

Should the Board decide to approve the application, staff recommend the following conditions
apply:

Staff recommmends the approval of this variance on the condition that it only applies to the
reduction of the 20’ side setback by 7' to 13’ for the proposed residential accessory (detached
garage) on the property located at 4527 Hagan Road. Staff also recommend that there be a
condition that the residential accessory structure not be changed as to intensify its use as it will be
within the 20’ setback. This variance request does not include any modifications to the existing

concrete slab.

SUBJECT PARCEL

ST RO SRR DY
§ CASE # BZAV-04-26-160
TMS# 096-00-00-118
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Town of Meggett

Board of Zoning Appeals ZONING VARIANCE
4776 Highway 165
Meggett, SC 29449 REQUEST APPLICATION

[843) BED-3622

Thig application must be completed and submitted o the Zoning & Planning Department in order to apply for a Zoning Varianoe.
Please read the entire form pricr to completing the application,

PROPERTY INFORMATION

subject Property Address: 4527 Hagan Road Meggett, SC 29449
Tax Map Number(s): 0960000118

Current Use of Property:  Primary Residence
Proposed Use of Property: AGC@SSO0MY structure to replace previous structure which was lost in a fire.

ZOMNING VARIANCE DESCRIPTION

Requesting a 6.5' variance for replacement of a legal, non-conforming structure

APPLICANT INFORMATION

applicant Name: David B, Suggs, Sr.

Mame of Company (if applicable): NJA
Mailing Address: 4527 Hagan Road Meggett, SC 29449
| Email: Asuggsrni@aol.com Phone: 843-460-T674

Applicant Shannture:(:D m%«. . Date: k. 2\ 2

REPRESENTATIVE INFORMATION (Complete only Japplicab&e. Attorney, Builder, Engineer, Surveyor otc.)

Narme and Name of Company:

Mailing Address:

Ernail: Phone:

DESIGHNATION OF AGENT (Complete only if the Applicant listed above is not the Property Owner.)

| heroby appoint the person named as Applicant ond/or Representative as my four) ogent to represent md (us) in this application,

Property Ownar(s) Name(s):

Mame of Company (if applicable):

tailing Address:

Ermnail; Phone:

Praperty Owner(s) Signature: Date:

Zoning District: Flood Zone: Drate Filed: Fees Paid: ;{;‘B . an CCJ'\,F

Application n:ﬂjzm - [_'_}{; »qu, loe | TMS#: (5 90 - OO~ - “3 ¥ Staff Initials: “56&

www.townofmeggettsc.org




Town of Meggett

Board of Zoning Appeals ZONING VARIANCE
&£TT6 Highway 165
Meggett, SC 29449 APPROVAL CRITERIA

[B43) BB3-3622

Please answar the questions below., You may attach a separate sheet if necessary. Additionally, you may provide any supparting
materials that are applicable to your request (photographs, letter of support, etc.)

Are there extraordinary and/or exceptional conditions pertaining to the subject property? Explain:

Yes. The subject properly has extraordinary and exceptional conditions that affect placement of the proposed accesory
structure, The request involves reconstruction of a previously exisling 24" x 24° detached garage that was destroyed in a
2023 fire. The structure is proposed to be rebuilt on the existing slab associated with the former garage.

Do these conditions generally apply to other properties in the vicinity or are they unigue to the subject property?

i
|
L
I
| Conditions are unique 1o the subject property.
|

| Bacause of these extraordinary and exceptional conditions, would the application of this Ordinance to the
| subject property effectively prohibit or unreasonably restrict the utllization of the property? Explain:

Yes. The property is further constrained by the location of the primary residence, established access/driveway areas and
applicable setback limitations. Although the property is 3.88 acres, it is a long, narrow lot and relocaling the garage
| anywhere else on the property would not conveniently fit the practicality and aesthetic of the former/proposed garage.

Will the authorization of a variance be a substantial detriment to adjacent property or to the public good? Will
the character of the zoning district be harmed if this variance is granted? Explain:

It will not be a detriment as it is being rebuilt on the existing slab to the exact measurerments of the previous garage,
requires only 6.5 of relief.and would allow us to restore the garage in the exact location and footprint as previoushy
existed prior to the fire loss. It is considerad a legal, non-conforming structure.

L .

In granting a varlance, the Board of Zoning Appeals may attach to it such conditions regarding the location, charactar, or othar
features of the proposed building or structure as the Board may consider advisable to protect established property values in the
surrounding area or to promote the public health, safety, or general welfare.

www.townofmeggettsc.org




Town of Meggett

ZONING VARIANCE
Board of Zoning Appeals

4776 Highway 165 RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS AFFIDAVIT
Maggett, SC 29449

[B563) BE9-1622

*WMUST BE SIGNED BY THE APPLICANT QR CURRENT PROPERTY OWHNER(S)

Please rend th Below afirrnation carefully, sign if you agree, and return to Zonkng & Planning Staff fod sindew, Restricthve Covenants ane filed with the
Register of Deads Cffice and coples, should thy exiit in association with your parcel, may be cbtalned from their Office.

| have researched the Restrictive Covenants applicable to the parcel identified below and have found that either there
are no restrictive covenants applicable to the subject property/properties or that the proposed permit application is not
contrary to, does not conflict with, and is not prohibited by any of the Restrictive Covenants, as specified in 5C Code
Ann. §6-29-1145,

0960000118

TMS#(s)/PID#(s):

Address: 4927 Hagan Road Meggett, SC 29449

Igratire

Printed Hamg Date

EXPLAMATION:

Effective July 1, 2007, South Carolina Code of Laws §6-29-1145 requires local governmaents o inguire in the permit application, or in
written instructions provided to the applicant, if a tract or parcel of land is restricted by a recorded covenant that is conlrary to,
conflicts with, or prohibits an acthvity for which a permit is being sought. A copy of this statute is avallable below for your convenience

SECTION 6-29-1145. Determining existence of restrictive covenant; effect.

1A} In an application for a permit, the lecal planning agency must inguire in the application or by written instructions 1o an

applicant whether the tract or parced of land is restricted by any recorded covenant that is contrary to, conflicts with, or prohikits
the permitted activity.

(B8] If & local planning agency has actual Rotice of a Festrictve covenant on a tract of parcel of land that ks contrary vo, conflicts with,
of prohibits the parmitted activity:

1 in tha application for the panmit,
2. from materals of information submitted by the person of persons requesting the permit; o
3. froem any other source including, but mot limited 1o, other property holders, the local planning agency must fot issue the
permit unbess the local planning agency receives confirmation from the applicant that the restrictive covenant has been
released for the tract or parcel of land by action of the appropriate authosity or propaerty holders of by court order.
[C) As used in this section:

L cactual notice” is not constructive notice of documents filed in local offices concerning the proparty, and does not requine
the bocal planning agency Lo conduct searches in any records offices for filed restrictive covenants,

2 “permit® does not mean an autharization 1o build or place 3 structure on b tract or parcel of land; and

3. CrestricUive covenant” dods not rean a restriction concerning a type of structure that may be built or placed on & Lract o

parcel of land,

HISTORY. 2007 Act Ho. 45, Section 3, eff June 4, 2007, applicable 1o applications for permits filed on and after July 1, 2007, 2007 Act Mo, N3, Section 2, off
Jurwe I7, POT.

FOR STAFF USE ONLY:

Received By Date:

. Application #;

www.townofmeggettsc.org




Town of Meggett ZONING VARIANCE

Board of Zoning Appeals

& ¥

e POSTED NOTICE AFFIDAVIT
Meggett, SC 29449
(843) 883-3622 *MUST BE SIGNED BY ALL OWNER([S) OF THE SUBJECT PARCEL(S)

] Please read the Below affirmation carefully, sign if you sgres, and return to Zoning & Planning Stalf for e,

| have reviewed §10.26(2)(B), Posted Notice, on the bettom of this affidavit and understand that a sign(s) will be posted
on the parcel(s) identified below at least fifteen (15) calendar days prior to the public hearing date for which my request
is scheduled.

| alse understand that once the notice has been posted, the owner(s) of the subject property are responsibile for
natifying the Zoning/Planning Department in writing if the Posted Notice is removed or damaged prior to the public
hearing, meeting or date or action that is subject of the notice. Failure to notify the Zoning/Planning Department in
writing of removed or damaged Pested Motice may result in rescheduling of the public hearing and a delay in decision
from the decision- making body.

0960000118
THS#(s)/PIDH(s):
4527 Hagan Road Meggett, SC 29449

Address:

Vand B Sue6s Sc N2 2
fki‘(‘ﬂ%éh % .jbwﬂ? Amanna £ Su66s Hal2b

Seqralure Printed Marme Dt
Segpiaturg Printed Mame Date
Signature Printed Hame Data

TOWN OF MEGGETT ZONING & LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS ORDINANCE (ZLDR)

§10.26(2)(B): Posted Motices

wWhen the provisions of this Ordinance state that “Posted Motice® should be provided, the official responsible for
accepting the application shall post the notice on the subject property in a manner that makes the notice clearly
visible to neighboring residents and passers-by from each public street bordering the subject property. Unless
otherwise expressly provided in state statutes or this Ordinance, Posted Notice shall be in place at least 15 calendar
days before the public hearing, meeting, or date of action that is the subject of the notice, Once the notice has been
posted, the owner(s) of the subject property are responsible for notifying the Planning Department if the Posted
Motice is remaoved or damaged prior to the public hearing, meeting or date of action that is the subject of the notice.

FOR STAFF USE OMLY:

Recelved By Date: - . Application & -

www.townofmeggettsc.org




Charleston County SC~ '° - "=~ B ek e

PID: 0560000118 Vingh = 211
OWNER1: SUGGS DAVID B Sr

PLAT BOOK PAGE: BA-26

DEED BOOK PAGE: 1134-504

4
-+

Jurisdiction: TOWN OF MEGGETT E E E
CHARLESTON
Note: The Charkeston County makes every eMor possitle 1o produce the most sccurate nfamation, The Byers contaired in the B COUNTY =

map senice ane for information pupoeses onky. The Charleston Couwnty makes no war@anty, expeess or imphed, nor any guarmnty as SOUTH CAROLINA

o the content, sequence, accuracy, imelness or complateness of any of the information provided. The Counly explcily disclaims
all representalions and warmnties. The readar agrees 1o hold harmiess the Charleston County for amy Cause of aclion and costs Authar: Chareston County
pssociated with any causes of action which may arise 85 a consequance of the County providing this infemation. Date: 314020
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SITE PHOTOS
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Letter From Applicants

M G m ai | Sarah Sears <zoning@townofmeggettsc.org>

Re: Statement regarding 200 Amp panel

Amanda Suggs <asuggsmi@aocl.com=> Fri, May 29, 2026 at 6:09 AM
To: "zoning@townofmeggettsc.org” <zoning@townofmeggettsc.org=
Cc: Cfddsuggs@yahoo.com

To the Members of the Zoning Board:

The purpose of installing a 200-amp panel is not to increase the size or intensity of the
structure’s use, but rather to ensure that the electrical system is adequately sized for
current and future residential needs while meeting modern safety standards. Installing a
properly sized panel during construction is significantly more practical and cost-
effective than upgrading the electrical service at a later date.

The garage is intended to serve as a residential accessory structure and will be used for
vehicle storage, workshop activities, general household storage, and maintenance of
the property. The larger panel capacity will provide sufficient electrical capacity for
standard equipment and future residential improvements that we plan on making, such
as:

* Interior and exterior lighting

* Garage door openers

* Power tools and workshop equipment

* Heating and cooling equipment as needed
* Refrigeration or freezer units

* Electric vehicle charging capability

* Future code-required electrical circuits

The installation of a 200-amp panel does not change the residential nature of the
property, nor does it indicate any commercial or industrial use. Rather, it is being
installed to provide a safe, code-compliant electrical system that accommodates
modern household demands and eliminates the need for future electrical modifications.

By installing the appropriately sized electrical service during construction, we can
avoid future excavation, permitting, and electrical upgrades that would be more
disruptive and costly after the garage is completed. We are planning on having AC
Electric install the panel.

Thank you for your consideration of this request. Please let me know if any additional
information is needed.
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