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RE: Case # BZAV-04-26-160, for property located at 4527 Hagan Road (TMS# 096-00-00-118)

Based on the testimony and evidence presented at the hearing and pursuant to the above, the Town of Meggett

Board of Zoning Appeals makes the following findings of fact and conclusions of law.

FINDINGS OF FACT

The Town of Meggett Board of Zoning Appeals (“BZA") makes the following findings of fact pursuant to S.C. Code
Ann. §6-29-800 and §10.12.6 of the Town of Meggett Zoning and Land Development Regulations Ordinance (ZLDR).

1. David and Amanda Suggs (“the Applicants” and/or “the Property Owners”), filed an application for a Variance for
the property identified as TMS # 096-00-00-118 and located at 4527 Hagan Road, Town of Meggett, South
Carolina. The Applicant requested a Variance to reduce the required 20’ Side Setback by 7’ to 13’ for a proposed
residential accessory structure/detached garage. The Applicant filed this request on March 21, 2026, and the BZA

heard the Applicant’s request on June 9, 2026.

2. The subject property has extraordinary and exceptional conditions in respect to its shape and size that affects
the placement of the proposed detached garage to be built on an existing concrete slab. The proposed 24'x24’
structure is a reconstruction project to replace a previously existing 24'x24’ structure that the applicants lost due

to a fire in 2023; however, the width of the property does not allow for the new structure to be legally

reconstructed on the existing slab without a variance due to the current ordinance guidelines, which did not
exist during the original construction of the home and garage in 1982 and 1985. This presents a hardship for the

applicants in rebuilding what was lost in the fire. Reference: Article 4.8 Accessory Structure Sethacks In The RC,
AG, And AR Districts Therefore, the request meets this criterion.

3. The conditions are unique to this property given that the request is for a reconstruction project that is intended
to replace a structure no larger than the original that was lost in a fire. The existing concrete slab is intact and
existed prior to the implementation of current setback requirements. Staff understand that there will be no
modifications to the slab. These very specific conditions do not generally apply to other properties in the vicinity.
While properties in the vicinity may compare to the subject property in terms of size and shape, the
circumstances that created the hardship in question make the conditions of this variance request unigue.

The applicant feels their conditions are unique to the other properties in the same vicinity. Therefore, the

request meets this criterion.

4776 Hwy 165, Meggett, SC 29449 | Phone: 843.889.3622 | Fax: 843.889.6873 | townofmeggettsc.org



4. Strict application of the Ordinance to the subject parcel would make it impossible to construct and use the
accessory structure for a replacement garage on the property in a manner consistent with garage placements.
The location of the primary residence, built in 1982, puts further constraints on the location of a detached

garage. Therefore, the request meets this criterion.

5. Granting of the Variance should not be of substantial detriment to surrounding properties, nor should it affect
the character of the zoning district. The request is to replace a structure that was lost due to a fire onto an
existing concrete with a new structure that is the same dimensions as the one that was lost. Current setback
regulations require a variance for 7' of relief for this project.

Therefore, the request meets this criterion.

6. Granting of the Variance will not allow a use that is not permitted in this zoning district, nor does it extend
physically a nonconforming use of land or change the zoning district boundaries. A condition of approval of this
variance would be that the residential accessory structure be used as intended in the application packet, as a

detached garage, replacing the garage that was lost. Therefore, the request meets this criterion.

7. The need for the Variance is not the result of the Applicant’'s own actions. The need for the Variance is the result
of an accidental fire that caused the loss of the original detached garage, which was built in 1985 prior to the

current setback guidelines. Therefore, the request_meets this criterion.

8. Granting of the Variance does not substantially conflict with the Comprehensive Plan and the purposes of the
Zoning Ordinance. The subject property and the surrounding properties are intended for Residential Use,
according to the Future Land Use Map. This Land Use Element in the Comprehensive Plan further states, “The
Residential Future Land Use Category is intended to maintain the Town's low-density single-family residential

character.” Therefore, the request meets this criterion.

CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

The Town of Meggett Board of Zoning Appeals is authorized pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. §6-29-800 and the Town of
Meggett Zoning and Land Development Regulations Ordinance (ZLLDR) §10.12.5 to hear and approve, approve with
conditions, or deny zoning variances. Based upon the findings of fact, the Board of Zoning Appeals concludes as a

matter of law that the Applicant's request for a zoning variance satisfies all the Approval Criteria of §10.12.6(B).

THEREFORE, the Town of Meggett Board of Zoning Appeals APPROVES the Variance request to reduce the
required 20’ Side Setback by 7' to 13’ for a proposed residential accessory structure/detached garage.

Any person with a substantial interest may appeal the Board of Zoning Appeals’ decision to the Circuit Court of

Charleston County within 30 calendar days after the decision of the Board of Zoning Appeals is mailed.

Date Issued: June 12, 2026 .

arah T. Sears

Date Mailed to Parties in Interest: June 12, 2026 Zoning Department & BZA Secretary
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