
Town of Meggett 
Council Meeting Minutes 

 
Date: January 28, 2019          Time: 7:00PM        Location: SCPA Building, 4770 Hwy 165 

 
 

Call to Order  Mayor Buster Herrington 
Type of Meeting Town Council Meeting 
Facilitator Mayor Buster Herrington 
Minutes Ali Ravenel, Town Clerk 

 
Roll Call: Mayor Herrington P Angela Watts P 

     
A = Absent  Tommy Butler  P Andy Gowder  A 
     
P = Present Tom Hutto  P Stephanie Smith A 
     
 Keith McCarty A   

 
Prayer Given By: Mr. David Smoak 

Pledge of Allegiance Led By: Mayor Buster Herrington 
 

| Approval of Minutes | 
 

Approval of Minutes from previous Council Meeting held on November 26, 2018 

Motion Made By: Council Member Angela Watts moved to approve. 

Seconded By: Mayor Pro Tem Tommy Butler seconded the motion. 
 

Conclusion: All voted in favor, none opposed; Minutes approved. 
 

| Second Reading: Amendment to Article 3.6 (Annexed Lands) in ZLDR | 
 

Mayor Buster Herrington read the proposed amendment to Article 3.6 of the Town of Meggett ZLDR 
on Annexed Lands. He explained that the amendment was being made due to the confusing language 

of the original ordinance. Mayor Herrington then asked for a motion for final approval of the 
amendment; the motion to approve was made by Council Member Tom Hutto and was seconded by 

Mayor Pro Tem Tommy Butler. All present voted in favor and the motion to approve the amendment 
passed. 

 

| Trident Communications | 
 
Mayor Herrington asked Trident Communications representative Mr. PJ Wilt to come forward and give 

a presentation before Council. Mr. Wilt explained that he and Council Member Keith McCarty had 
spoken at length about the issues our community faces with Frontier, and that his company may be 

able to offer some solutions. His company, Trident Communications, was started in 1994 and is 
currently based out of North Charleston. While they mostly build private networks for businesses, they 
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were interested in partnering with the Town to find a solution to our problem. Mr. Wilt suggested that 

the Town look into a Wireless Internet Service Provider (WISP) with a base location nearby. Mayor 
Herrington asked if this endeavor would be cost effective for the Town and for Trident 

Communications, to which Mr. Wilt responded that in his opinion it would be. The Mayor then asked 
how a WISP would be beneficial over new 5G technology; Mr. Wilt explained that 5G tech was about 3-
5 years from being released to the public and also that a WISP uses point-to-point wireless technology, 
not satellite. The main difference between point-to-point and satellite is that with satellite internet you 

generally have “line of sight” issues, meaning that your receiver dish cannot have any obstacles 
between it and the satellite some 20,000+ miles above it. Point-to-point wireless is beamed to the 

receiving location from a nearby tower, shortening not only the length of travel and response time, but 
also negates the need for a line of sight. Following the presentation, Mayor Herrington thanked Mr. 

Wilt for his time and encouraged him to follow up with Council Member McCarty, as this was a major 
concern for our community. 

 
 

| Council Member Reports | 
 

Buildings & Grounds: Mayor Buster Herrington 
 

Mayor Herrington shared his appreciation of the Johns Island/Wadmalaw Boy Scout Troops for their 
hard work and dedication while building and installing several benches at the Meggett County Park 

last weekend. The Troop Leader called Mayor Herrington to explain what their goal was and asked if 
the Mayor would be willing to help, which he was. While at the park, Mayor Herrington spoke with a 

Charleston County Parks & Recreation representative about enlarging the parking area. At it’s current 
size, equestrians looking to ride on the trails are unable to park their horse trailers in the parking lot. 

The CCP&R representative said that he would pass the Mayor’s concern on to their Board and see what 
could be done. Finally, Mayor Herrington explained that there was a large expense in the Waste Water 

account this month due to the annual replacement/servicing of the seals and such at the Pump 
Station. 

Financial Reports: Mayor Pro Tem Tommy Butler 

Mayor Pro Tem Tommy Butler stated that the Town of Meggett operating account went up by 
$5,293.20. The Waste Water account decreased by $5,637.06 due to the annual pump station service 

and the Meggett 1925 account went up by $1,702.45. 

Grants & Special Reports: Council Member Tom Hutto 

Council Member Tom Hutto touched on the recent property purchase that the Town made by buying 
the small building/lot on the corner of Meggett Quail and Highway 165. The building was originally a 
grocery store during Meggett’s heyday and has been used for various different purposes throughout 

the years. While the Town will need to spend some money on it for repairs, it was a great opportunity 
and the Town will use it most likely for storage. 

Communications: Council Member Keith McCarty 

Council Member Keith McCarty was absent from the meeting and thus had no report. 
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Roxbury Park: Council Member Angela Watts 

Council Member Angela Watts informed everyone that Tom Austin’s last weekend as Caretaker of 
Roxbury Park would be the coming weekend, February 2nd and 3rd. She thanked Tom for all of his hard 

work and praised his dedication to the park. During the month of December, in preparation for his 
leaving, Tom created a Maintenance Handbook and a Management Map for the Town so that whoever 
takes over his position will be adequately prepared. He also did some mowing and weed eating at the 

park prior to the rain storms we’ve received recently. Council Member Watts lastly shared a safety 
concern she received from a resident, regarding the lack of a fence around the pond at Meggett Park. 
While there is a fence around the park creating a barrier between children and the roadway, there is 

currently no fence blocking the small pond off. Mayor Herrington and other Council Members thanked 
her for sharing the resident’s concern with them and stressed that parental supervision while at the 

park is extremely important. 
 

| Public Comments | 
 

Council Member Tom Hutto updated everyone on the recent letter (attached) that Charleston Water 
Systems sent to the Town of Hollywood regarding the possible buyout of their sewer system. The letter 
stated the steps that Hollywood would need to take and other conditions that would need to be met for 
CWS to takeover the system, one of which was that an engineered study would need to be done of the 
system to identify current issues. As the Town of Meggett’s sewer system ties into Hollywood’s, Council 

Member Hutto has joined the Sewer Study Committee to make sure that Meggett’s interests are not 
being overlooked. 

 
Mr. Ken Schilling asked if the study would be over the system in its entirety (i.e. include Meggett and 
Ravenel) or would it just include Hollywood’s section? Council Member Hutto assured him that the 

study would include Meggett’s sewer system as well but that he wasn’t sure about Ravenel. 
 

Council Member Hutto also informed the public that the Town had a Board of Zoning Appeals meeting 
earlier in January to allow event rentals and other services to take place at Roxbury Park. The request 

to allow these services was approved. 
 

| Executive Session | 
 

Adjourned to Executive Session at 7:34 PM 
 

Following Public Comments, Mayor Herrington announced that Council would be retreating into an 
Executive Session to discuss a contractual matter. He invited the public to help themselves to 

refreshments while they were gone. Once the Executive Session was over, Council returned and Mayor 
Herrington announced that no decisions were rendered. 

 
Meeting Adjourned 8:13 PM 
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