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TOWN OF MEGGETT,  
SOUTH CAROLINA  

Board of Zoning Appeals  Meeting  
May 29, 2025 , at 6:00 PM  

 

REVIEWING  

¶ BZAV -05 -25-001  

FOIA  
In compliance with the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), a notice of this meeting and an agenda 

were posted and furnished to all news media and persons requesting notification. Posted notices 

were installed on each subject parcel 15 days prior to the meeting.  
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BZAV -05 -25-001  
REVIEW & CASE HISTORY  
 

OWNER(S)/ APPLICANT (S): Bryan Pahl  

LOCATION:  4507 Bobby Towles , Meggett, SC 29449  

PID / TMS#:  160-00 -00 -194 

APPLICATION:  
 
 

Variance request to reduce the required 2ᶮẏ Side  Setback 

by 15ẏ ʌɐ 5ẏ Ȓɐɶ Ǎ ɳɶɐɳɐɾǸǱ accessory structure ( boat shed ). 

TOTAL ACREAGE:  1.0 acres  
 

PARCEL  HISTORY: 

The Subject Parcel  was  created  by A Partnership Towles Development,  in July 2006 .  

Bryan Pahl purchased and  first developed  the property  in 2010 with the construction of a 

single family home , septic system and  private  well .  Since that time , no other 

development requests  by the landowner  have been submitted for the property.  

STAFF REVIEW : 

The applicant and property owner, Bryan Pahl , is requesting a Variance to reduce the 

required 2ᶮẏ Side  Setback by 15ẏ ʌɐ 5ẏ Ȓɐɶ Ǎ ɳɶɐɳɐɾǸǱ Accessory Structure (Boat Shed)  on  

the  property located at 4507 Bobby Towles Drive  (TMS 160-00 -00 -194). 

The subject property is zoned Agricultural Rural (AR) and  contains a Single -Family 

Dwelling with a septic system, a nd a  private well , on a legal non -conforming lot.  

Surrounding properties are also in the A R Zoning District of the Town of Meggett and 

contain residential homes or are vacant, undeveloped lots.   

In September 2021 Town Council adopted Ordinance 2021 -05 amending the  Accessory 

ñʌɶʔǪʌʔɶǸ ñȡǱǸ ñǸʌǩǍǪȶɾ ȒɶɐɃ ᶯᶮẏ ʌɐ ᶳẏṣ  In March 2025, Town Council adopted Ordinance 

2025 -01 amending the Accessory Structure Side Setback to the following requirements:  

§4.8: Accessory Structure Setbacks in the RC, AG, and AR Districts  ẪṺ10 feet, except in areas 

where an existing residential structure on an abutting property is within 75 feet of the 

shared property boundary. For areas where the proposed accessory structure falls within 

this area, the setback shall be extended to 20 feet. ẫ  

Staff conducted a site visit on May 20, 2025 . 
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APPROVAL CRITERIA - §10.12.6(B) 
STAFF RESPONSE & FINDINGS  
 

According to §10.12.6(B) of the Town of Meggett Zoning & Land Development Regulations  

Ordinance , a Zoning Variance may be granted in an individual case of unnecessary hardship if the 

Board of Zoning Appeals makes and explains in writing the following findings:  

Each criterion below applies to the condition (s)  that created the need for the variance request.  In 

Case number BZAV -05-25-001, the condition is the inability to construct an allowed accessory 

structure on the lot without negatively impacting a protected tree, septic system, and private  well 

and being compliant with  the required  side  setback  of 20 feet .     

 

 

§10.12.6 B (1):   There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular 
piece of property;  

Response:  The subject property is not extraordinary or exceptional with respect to  its size, 

shape, topography,  drainage , or any other physical feature  to other lots in the area; 

however , it is a legal non -conforming lot at 1.0 ac res highland  ǍɅǱ ᶯᶰᶳẏ Ⱥɐʌ ʭȡǱʌț Ǎʌ 

the front property line .   The density and dimensional standards for an interior lot 

today in the AR Zoning District is ᶱ ǍǪɶǸɾ țȡȓțȺǍɅǱ ʭȡʌț Ǎ ɃȡɅȡɃʔɃ Ⱥɐʌ ʭȡǱʌț ɐȒ ᶯᶳᶮẏṣ  

(§4.5.3, Density/Intensity and Dimensional Standards)  

The applicant stated ṹ ẪThere is a grand oak with a ǪȡɶǪʔɃȒǸɶǸɅǪǸ ɐȒ ḃḁẫ ỨẄ- with a 

ǪǍɅɐɳʳ ǱȡǍɃǸʌǸɶ ɐȒ ḁ᷉ậ ȡɅ ʌțǸ ɃȡǱǱȺǸ ɐȒ ɐʔɶ ɳɶɐɳǸɶʌʳṾ  ! ɾǸʌǩǍǪȶ ɐȒ ᷾᷉ậ ʭɐʔȺǱ 

interfere with this grand oak, our drain field and well. ẫ 

Therefore, the request meets  this criterion.  

§10.12.6 B (2):   These conditions do not generally apply to other property in the vicinity;  

Response:  These conditions would apply to other legal non -conforming properties in the 

vicinity; however, the neighboring lot, most similar to the Subject Property in size 

and dimensions, installed an ǍǪǪǸɾɾɐɶʳ ɾʌɶʔǪʌʔɶǸ ᶳẏ ȒɶɐɃ ʌțǸ ɾțǍɶǸǱ ɾȡǱǸ ɳɶɐɳǸɶʌʳ 

line prior to the March 2025 ordinance amendment.  As a result, it is possible to 

argue the Subject Property is unique to the other properties in the vicinity.   

The applicant  feels their property is unique to  the other properties in the same 

vicinity.  

Therefore, the request may  meet  this criterion.  
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§10.12.6 B (3):   Because of these conditions, the application of this Ordinance to the particular 
piece of property would effectively prohibit or unreasonably restrict the 
utilization of the property;  

Response:  Strict  applica tion of the Ordinance  to the subject parcel would  make it impossible to 

construct and use the accessory  structure  for boat storage  on the property, 

particularly in the back  where the 75ẍ Grand Tree, residential well and septic drain 

field is located .  

The applicant stated  ʌțǍʌṹ ẪṺǍ ɾǸʌǩǍǪȶ ɐȒ ᷾᷉ậ ʭɐʔȺǱ ɳɶɐțȡǩȡʌ ǱɶȡʬȡɅȓ Ǎ ǩɐǍʌ ʌɐ ʌțǸ 

proposed boat shed because we cannot drive over the drain field, well or around 

ʌțǸ ȓɶǍɅǱ ɐǍȶṾ  ! ɾǸʌ ǩǍǪȶ ɐȒ ᷾᷉ậ ʭɐʔȺǱ ǱǸɅʳ ǍǪǪǸɾɾ ʌɐ ʌțǸ ɳɶɐɳɐɾǸǱ ǩɐǍʌ ɾțǸǱ ǍɅǱ 

render it useless for the proposed purpose. ẫ 

Therefore, the request meet s this criterion.  

§10.12.6 B (4):   The authorization of a Variance will not be of substantial detriment to adjacent 
property or to the public good, and the character of the zoning district will not 
be harmed by the granting of the Variance;  

Response:  Granting of the  Variance should not be of substantial detriment to  surrounding 

properties , nor should it affect the character of the zoning district. The Subject 

Parcel is accessible by a small unpaved road  that is shared with two -three  other 

properties; the proposed structure should not create a visibility issue or traffic hazard 

for neighbors.  

 The ǍɳɳȺȡǪǍɅʌ ɾʌǍʌǸǱṹ ẪṺɅǸȡȓțǩɐɶ ǱɐǸɾ Ʌɐʌ ɐǩȲǸǪʌ ʌɐ ɳɶɐɳɐɾǸǱ ǩɐǍʌ ɾțǸǱ Ǎʌ Ǎ 

ɾǸʌǩǍǪȶ ɐȒ ḁậṾ 

Therefore, the request m eet s this criterion.  

§10.12.6 B (5):   The Board of Zoning Appeals shall not grant a Variance the effect of which 
would be to allow the establishment of a use not otherwise permitted in a 
zoning district, to extend physically a Nonconforming Use of land, or to change 
the zoning district boundaries shown on the Official Zoning Map. The fact that 
property may be utilized more profitably if a Zoning Variance is granted shall not 
be considered grounds for granting a Zoning Variance;  

Response:  Granting of the Variance will  not allow a use that is not permitted in this zoning 

district, nor does it extend physically a nonconforming use of land or change the 

zoning district boundaries.  Staff ha s seen no evidence to suggest that profitability is 

in any way relevant to this request.  

Therefore, the request meet s this criterion.  

§10.12.6 B (6):   The ɅǸǸǱ Ȓɐɶ ʌțǸ ĞǍɶȡǍɅǪǸ ȡɾ Ʌɐʌ ʌțǸ ɶǸɾʔȺʌ ɐȒ ʌțǸ !ɳɳȺȡǪǍɅʌẏɾ ɐʭɅ ǍǪʌȡɐɅɾṨ ǍɅǱ 

Response:  The need for the Variance is not  likely  the result of the !ɳɳȺȡǪǍɅʌẏɾ ɐʭɅ ǍǪʌȡɐɅɾ.  The 

applicant started the preparations and initial investments for the accessory structure 
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prior to March 24 , 2025, Second/Final Reading of Ordinance 2025 -01.  The 

amendments included increasing  the side setback  ʌɐ ᶯᶮẏ ɐɶ ᶰᶮẏ depending on  the 

closest location of a structures on the adjacent property .   

Therefore, the request may  meet  this criterion.  

§10.12.6 B (7):   Granting of the Variance does not substantially conflict with the Comprehensive 
Plan or the purposes of this Ordinance.  

Response:  Granting of the Variance does not  substantially conflict with the Comprehensive 

Plan and the purposes of the Zoning Ordinance.  The subject property  and the 

surrounding properties are intended for Residential Use, according to the Future 

Land Use Map. This Land Use Element in the Comprehensive Plan further states, 

ẪÿțǸ éǸɾȡǱǸɅʌȡǍȺ fʔʌʔɶǸ ¬ǍɅǱ ĆɾǸ >ǍʌǸȓɐɶʳ ȡɾ ȡɅʌǸɅǱǸǱ ʌɐ ɃǍȡɅʌǍȡɅ ʌțǸ ÿɐʭɅậɾ low -

density single -ȒǍɃȡȺʳ ɶǸɾȡǱǸɅʌȡǍȺ ǪțǍɶǍǪʌǸɶṾẫ 

Therefore, the request may  meet  this criterion.  

 

 
 
=Ã!éE Ãf įÃ¸u¸g !ææM!¬ñẏ !>ÿuÃ¸ 
 

According to Article 10.12, Zoning Variances , §10.12.6, Approval Criteria , of the Town of Meggett  

Zoning and Land Development Regulations Ordinance  (ZLDR), the Board of Zoning Appeals has 

the authority to hear and decide appeals for a Zoning Variance when strict application of the 

provisions of this Ordinance would result in unnecessary hardship [§10.12.6(A)]. A Zoning Variance 

may be granted in an individual case of unnecessary hardship if the Board of Zoning Appeals 

makes and explains in writing their findings [§10.12.6(B), Approval Criteria ]. 

In granting a Variance, the Board of Zoning Appeals may attach to it such conditions regarding the 

location, character, or other features of the proposed building or structure as the Board may 

consider  advisable to protect established property values in the surrounding area or to promote 

the public health, safety, or general welfare [§10.12.6(C)]. 

The Board of Zoning Appeals may approve, approve with conditions, or deny Case# BZAV -06 -24-

ᶮᶮᶯ ǩǍɾǸǱ ɐɅ ʌțǸ =į!ẏɾ ẌfȡɅǱȡɅȓɾ ɐȒ fǍǪʌẍṞ ʔɅȺǸɾɾ ǍǱǱȡʌȡɐɅǍȺ ȡɅȒɐɶɃǍʌȡɐɅ ȡɾ ǱǸǸɃǸǱ ɅǸǪǸɾɾǍɶʳ ʌɐ 

make an informed decision. At least two -thirds of the members present,  and voting are required to 

approve a Zoning Variance pursuant to [§10.12.5(C)].  
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SUBJECT PARCEL  
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AERIAL VIEW OF THE SUBJECT PARCEL  
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SITE PLAN  
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APPLICATION  
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