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TOWN OF MEGGETT,  
SOUTH CAROLINA  

Board of Zoning Appeals  Meeting  
July 15 , 2025 , at 6:00 PM  

 

REVIEWING  

¶ BZAV -0 6-25-001  

FOIA  
In compliance with the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), a notice of this meeting and an agenda 

were posted and furnished to all news media and persons requesting notification. Posted notices 

were installed on each subject parcel 15 days prior to the meeting.  
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BZAV -0 6-25-001  
REVIEW & CASE HISTORY  
 

OWNER(S)/ APPLICANT (S): Alvin & Jackie O uzts  

LOCATION:  4466 Artemis Lane , Meggett, SC 29449  

PID / TMS#:  129-00 -00 -073  

APPLICATION:  
 
 

Variance request to reduce the required 50ẏ front setback 

by 20 feet  to 30ẏ to p lace  an accessory structure  (garage) . 

TOTAL ACREAGE:  5.51 acres  

Staff conducted a site visit on July 8 , 2025. 

PARCEL  HISTORY:  

The Subject Property is a 5.51 acre lot , created in April 2017, located in the  Agri cult ural 

Gen eral (AG) Zoning  District, w ithin the Shaded X/X flood zon es and is currently the 

smallest lot , by .68 ac. of all the lots created f rom the  parent parcel , TMS# 129-00 -00 -048.  

The Ouzts ẏ purchase the subject p roperty from Robert Vaness on Oc tober 25, 2017.   

STAFF REVIEW : 

The applicant s are the property owner s, Alvin & Jackie O uzts , and they are  requesting a 

Variance to reduce the required 5ᶮẏ Front  Setback by 20ẏ ʌɐ 30ẏ Ȓɐɶ Ǎ ɳɶɐɳɐɾǸǱ Accessory 

Structure ( 24ẏ X 48ẏ garage ) on  the  property located at 4466 Artemis Lane  (TMS 129-00 -00 -

073 ). 

The subject property  zoned Agricultural General  (AG), is currently  a wooded vacant lo t, it  is 

located on the corner of Ethel P ost Office Road and Artemis Lane  and t he deed , 0675-361, 

list s the  address as 4466 A rtemis Lane.   

Meggett Zoning received application s for land d isturbance /site preparation , a single 

residential  dwelling,  and  an  accessory structure  of which the  location  is the subject of this 

variance request.    

The  surrounding properties are also in the A G Zoning District in  the Town of Meggett and 

contain residential homes or are vacant, undeveloped lots.  There is an  existing natural  

tree buffer between the ed ge of the  easeme nt , Artemis Lane, and the proposed 

placement of the garage stru cture , the applicant s intend  to maintain  this buffer .   
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The Subject Property has a n established 

drainage ditch located  about 2/3 of the way  in to 

the property  from Ethel Post Office Road and 

the proposed  site plan indicates the ǍɳɳȺȡǪǍɅʌɾẏ 

plan  to preserve four established Hickory tre es 

near the  home site  with minimal removal of the 

overall vegetation  for development .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drainage Ditch 

This space was intentionally left blank by Meggett Zoning Staff. 
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APPROVAL CRITERIA - §10.12.6(B) 
STAFF RESPONSE & FINDINGS  
 

According to §10.12.6(B) of the Town of Meggett Zoning & Land Development Regulations  

Ordinance , a Zoning Variance may be granted in an individual case of unnecessary hardship if the 

Board of Zoning Appeals makes and explains in writing the following findings:  

Each criterion below applies to the condition s that created the need for the  variance request.  In 

Case number BZAV -06-25-001, the condition , as determined by the applicant s, is the ir  inability to  

place th e accessory structure , a garage,  on the  parc el with reasonable  room  to  maneuver  their 

vehicles into and out of the garage while maintaining  complian ce with  the required  front  setback  

of 50 feet  and the  requir ed  25 foot SCDES septic system setback  for  a drainage ditch , while  

preser ving the  established Hi ckory trees  and other existing vegetation .   

 

 

§10.12.6 B (1):   There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular 
piece of property;  

Response:  The subject property is not extraordinary or exceptional , it is smaller than some lots 

in the area , bu t larger than others.   However , the Subject Pro perty  does have a 

substantial stormwater dr ainage ditch that requires a   25 foot SCDES septic system 

setback  limiting placement of the primary dwelling and garage while  preserving the 

existing vegetation  and trees on the lot .   

Therefore, the request  may  meet  this criterion.  

§10.12.6 B (2):   These conditions do not generally apply to other property in the vicinity;  

Response:  These conditions may apply to other propert ies in the vicinity, stormwater ditches 

are  in place th roughout the ni ne pr opert ies created from the  one par ent parcel, 

TMS# 129-00 -00 -048, original ly 158.091 acres (Plat Book EL, Page 067).  H owever, the 

Sub ject Property is the smallest of the ni ne lots,  and the st ormwater ditch  splits  the  

parcel into a 2/3 section  and a 1/3 section.   

Therefore, the request may  meet  this criterion.  

§10.12.6 B (3):   Because of these conditions, the application of this Ordinance to the particular 
piece of property would effectively prohibit or unreasonably restrict the 
utilization of the property;  

Response:  The application of this ordinance to the particular piece  of property would not 

effectively prohibit or unreasonably restrict  the  general  utilization  of the  pro pert y.  

However, strict application of this ordinance  will change the applicant s overall plan  

for their property .  The applicants  plan  to  retain as many trees and  vegetation as 
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possible for priv acy , the existing trees and  thick ve getation  provide  a natural  noise 

bu ffer  from neighbors and a known dove field nearby that has been used to hunt  

doves  for generations.   The app licants  wish to preserve the establish  Hickory trees 

around the home site , although Hickory tree s are not protected by the Town of 

Meggett ẏs Tree P rotection and Pres ervation Ordi nance, the landowner has placed a 

personal value on the 4 -5 Hickory trees around th eir  home site locations.  Finally, the 

strict application of this ordinance could force the appl icants to move the  location of 

their home, currently  located  in the center of the  lot,  to provi de them with their 

desired level of priva cy and general b uffer ing.   

Therefore, the request may meet  this criterion.  

§10.12.6 B (4):   The authorization of a Variance will not be of substantial detriment to adjacent 
property or to the public good, and the character of the zoning district will not 
be harmed by the granting of the Variance;  

Response:  Granting of the  Variance should not be of substantial detriment to  surrounding 

properties , nor should it affect the character of the zoning district. The Subject 

Property  will retain a 15 -20 foot tree buffer between the edge of the easement, 

Artemis Lane , and the pr oposed placement of the garage .  The placement of the  

garage within  the  required 50 foot  front setback  of Artemis Lane  should not  create a  

new line of site issues  because , per the applicant,  the existing trees already in place 

will stay as they are today.  

Therefore, the request m eet s this criterion.  

§10.12.6 B (5):   The Board of Zoning Appeals shall not grant a Variance the effect of which 
would be to allow the establishment of a use not otherwise permitted in a 
zoning district, to extend physically a Nonconforming Use of land, or to change 
the zoning district boundaries shown on the Official Zoning Map. The fact that 
property may be utilized more profitably if a Zoning Variance is granted shall not 
be considered grounds for granting a Zoning Variance;  

Response:  Granting of the Variance will  not allow a use that is not permitted in this zoning 

district, nor does it extend physically a nonconforming use of land or change the 

zoning district boundaries.  Staff have  seen no evidence to suggest that profitability 

is in any way relevant to this request.  

Therefore, the request meet s this criterion.  

§10.12.6 B (6):   The ɅǸǸǱ Ȓɐɶ ʌțǸ ĞǍɶȡǍɅǪǸ ȡɾ Ʌɐʌ ʌțǸ ɶǸɾʔȺʌ ɐȒ ʌțǸ !ɳɳȺȡǪǍɅʌẏɾ ɐʭɅ ǍǪʌȡɐɅɾṨ ǍɅǱ 

Response:  The need for the Variance may not be the result of the  ǍɳɳȺȡǪǍɅʌɾẏ own act ions  only  

because they did not realize the  required 50 foot front se tback starts  at the  edge of 

the easement , which is located  25 feet into the front of their property.   

Therefore, the request may  meet  this criterion.  
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§10.12.6 B (7):   Granting of the Variance does not substantially conflict with the Comprehensive 
Plan or the purposes of this Ordinance.  

Response:  Granting of the Variance does not  substantially conflict with the Comprehensive 

Plan and the purposes of the Zoning Ordinance.   

 The  Comprehensive Plan s Natural Resource  Element strategies  states, ẌCon tinue  to 

enco urage ret ention of native vegetation in new developments to reduce the 

amo unt of polluted  run -off, reduce the need for water , and mainta in th e rural 

character of the Town Ṿẫ (3.3.5 NR 6)  

 The Comprehensive Plan also states under the Hous ing Element  Strategies, 

ẌDevelop regulations to mitigate the potential negative impacts of new housing 

developments on the environment. ẍ (3.6.5 H 2) 

Therefore, the request meet s this criterion.  

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION  
 
Staff believe  it is important  t o acknowledge  that although Meggett choose s to protect only one 

species  of tree, the Live Oak, the Town ẏs Comprehensive Plan speaks to rural c harac ter, 

preservation, and natural resources .  In 2020 South  Carolina  added a t enth element, the Resiliency  

Element .  This element  considers the impacts of flooding, high water, and natural hazards on 

individuals, communities, institutions, businesses, economic development, public infrastructure 

and facilities, and public health, safety,  and welfare.    

The Town is currently  conducting its  5 year review of the Comprehensive Plan  which will  include  

adding  the Resil iency Element .  The addition of the tenth element  is appropriate  to  ongoing 

challenge s in our commun ity ; flooding, high water, and natural hazards .  Although the Subject 

Property is not in a fl ood zone,  it is prone  to f looding.  T he stormwater ditches in the area  are in 

place  to help combat th e flooding from  heavy rains, flash fl ooding and tropical weather.   

Staff recognizes  th is variance request  may not have a clear unnecessary  hardship under the 

current Zoning Code a nd Comprehensive P lan ; however , the upcoming required  addition of the  

Resiliency Element  to Meggett ẏs Comprehensive Plan  does  provide new  support  t o approve  a 20 

foot encroachment into  the front setback  while  preser ving  the  mature tree s and veget ative buffer  

in areas prone  to flooding .  

  Staff requests  the BZA Board to consider approval with the following condition : 

¶ The 15-20 foot natural tree line/vegetative buffer  be main tained in perpetuity  in line  with  

the Comprehensive Plan ẏs Natural Resource  Element , Hous ing  Element , and the pending 

Resiliency  Element.   

https://meggett.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=plan#name=3.3.5_Natural_Resources_Element_Strategies_And_Time_Frames
https://meggett.municipalcodeonline.com/book?type=plan#name=3.6.5_Housing_Element_Strategies_And_Time_Frames
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According to Article 10.12, Zoning Variances , §10.12.6, Approval Criteria , of the Town of Meggett  

Zoning and Land Development Regulations Ordinance  (ZLDR), the Board of Zoning Appeals has 

the authority to hear and decide appeals for a Zoning Variance when strict application of the 

provisions of this Ordinance would result in unnecessary hardship [§10.12.6(A)]. A Zoning Variance 

may be granted in an individual case of unnecessary hardship if the Board of Zoning Appeals 

makes and explains in writing their findings [§10.12.6(B), Approval Criteria ]. 

In granting a Variance, the Board of Zoning Appeals may attach to it such conditions regarding the 

location, character, or other features of the proposed building or structure as the Board may 

consider  advisable to protect established property values in the surrounding area or to promote 

the public health, safety, or general welfare [§10.12.6(C)]. 

The Board of Zoning Appeals may approve, approve with conditions, or deny Case# BZAV -06 -25-

ᶮᶮᶯ ǩǍɾǸǱ ɐɅ ʌțǸ =į!ẏɾ ẌfȡɅǱȡɅȓɾ ɐȒ fǍǪʌẍṞ ʔɅȺǸɾɾ ǍǱǱȡʌȡɐɅǍȺ ȡɅȒɐɶɃǍʌȡɐɅ ȡɾ ǱǸǸɃǸǱ ɅǸǪǸɾɾǍɶʳ ʌɐ 

make an informed decision. At least two -thirds of the members present,  and voting are required to 

approve a Zoning Variance pursuant to [§10.12.5(C)].  
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SUBJECT PARCEL  
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AERIAL VIEW OF THE SUBJECT PARCEL  
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SITE PLAN  
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APPLICATION  
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RECORDED SURVEY  
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SITE LOCATION PHOTOS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


